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“MORE” of  the Holy Spirit 
       By  Mary Hagar    

   On July 16th, we again remembered the life and witness 
of Father Tom Forrest, a worldwide Charismatic leader 
and evangelist who died on that date a year ago.  I 
mention this because I was recently reminded of an 
expression he used frequently in his ministry.  ‘The Holy 
Spirit’s middle name is MORE.’  I learned from him that 
the Spirit is ALWAYS new, ALWAYS fresh and 
ALWAYS beyond our expectations. 
    

   This summer my friends and I celebrated Pentecost at 
the “Power and Purpose Conference” at Franciscan 
University in Steubenville.  It was the 40th Anniversary of 
my first visit there and over all these years, Steubenville 
has been my spiritual home.  CORE Ministries has taken 
hundreds of people to that charismatic 
conference and we had watched a slow 
decline in numbers and the seemingly 
inevitable “graying of the crowd.”  
 

   In recent years, we’ve missed going for 
both health and personal reasons.  This 
year, when we walked, somewhat 
astonished, into an arena that was packed 
to capacity, I remember thinking, “this is 
the MORE Father Tom always talked 
about!”  As a speaker asked for raised 
hands, we were equally amazed to see that roughly  one 
third of the attendees had never been to this conference 
before and roughly the same number were middle-aged or 
younger.  The speaker addressed our surprise with a 
statement along the lines of “Duh! Did you think several 
decades of youth conferences wouldn’t produce new 
generations of Spirit-filled adults?”  And I recalled, on 
another occasion, Father Dave Pivonka, Steubenville’s 
new president, saying something very similar.  Our 
response to the MORE of the Holy Spirit shouldn’t be a 
surprise, but should always be “OF COURSE!  We 

couldn’t possibly expect LESS!”  God the Holy Spirit is 
never complete, never finished, never disappointing — 
but always MORE! 
 

   Each and every trip to the Steubenville Charismatic 
Conference has produced MORE in my personal life as 
well.  This year was no exception.  We were given the 
invitation to spend some time in discernment prayer and 
to do some journaling around questions like:  “Lord, what 
are some things you want to know about my life?”  and 
“What would you like the Holy Spirit to do for you this 
weekend?”  I didn’t have to pray very long as I came to 
the conference with those very questions on my heart. 
 

   In addition to one repaired and one unrepaired cerebral 
aneurysm, I have been struggling with 
multiple health issues that have made it 
difficult, and sometimes impossible, to be 
effective and useful in my daily life and 
various ministries I’m a part of.  I’m 15 
years into a condition known as NASH 
(nonalcoholic, cirrhotic hepatitis) and five 
years into a rare adrenocorticotropic 
condition called Addison’s disease.  
Separately, they are manageable and 
tolerable.  But together and accompanied 

by an under functioning thyroid and a pituitary cyst, I 
found myself on quite a downhill slide in spite of prayer 
and the wonders of medical science. 
    
   So, I wrote in my discernment journal at Steubenville:  
“Lord, you know that I am always available for a miracle!  
But if a miraculous healing is not in your plan for me, I 
would like to KNOW if medical science has anything 
more to offer me?  Is it possible for me to THRIVE 
again physically and not just SURVIVE ?”   
          

“GĆÓˋ íĚ íġ ēĆĚĚíÌúÙ
æĆĖ ÿÙ ġĆ¢KvM²8
ÀçÀíĀ ēëĴĚíÎÀúúĴ ÀĀÓ
ĀĆġ öĥĚġz¦v²M²8 ?”  
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The Lord, of course, knew in advance what I would be 
asking of Him and the answer had arrived in the mail at 
my home while we were traveling to Ohio.      
   Upon my arrival home, I received a letter from the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester.  Against, what my doctor 
described as, “very long odds”, the endocrine team there 
has taken me on as a patient and are currently evaluating 
my profile.  The answer to the medical science question 
in my journal is, “of course there’s MORE!  How 
about I hook you up with the best in the world?” 
 

   I wanted to share a bit about Father Tom, our 
Steubenville experience, and my personal experience for 
only one reason:  to renew your Spirit with 
encouragement, purpose and assurance of the solid rock 

we stand on.  “Now to Him who is able to accomplish 
FAR MORE than all we ask or imagine, by the power at 
work within us to Him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever.  Amen.”  —Ephesians 3:20 
 

Mary Hagar is the current president of the CCRO Board.  
She works as a director of multiple religious education 
and family formation programs, and teaches in adult 
ministry, faith formation, & evangelization programs 
locally as well as nationally.  She is a long-time 
Charismatic Renewal leader, a member of the national 
Alpha USA Catholic Team and consults with Alpha 

International. She is a frequent conference speaker and presenter at 
national evangelization schools in cooperation with Renewal 
Ministries.  Mary and a colleague, Deacon Mike Thoennes founded 
CORE Ministries in 2004.  

À Mġ˫Ě À ġíÿÙ ġĆ çÀġëÙĖ íĀ ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġĴ ġĆ ēĖÀíĚÙˋ ĲĆĖĚëíēˋ ̪

ëĆĀĆĖ GĆÓ ÀĚ ġëÙ KĆúĴ zēíĖíġ ÿĆıÙĚ ĴĆĥː 

À ¢ëÙĴ ÀĖÙ ÿÙÀĀġ ġĆ ÌĥíúÓ ĥē ġëÙ +ĆÓĴ Ćæ -ëĖíĚġ ÀĚ ÌĖĆġëˡ

ÙĖĚ ÀĀÓ ĚíĚġÙĖĚː 

À Mġ˫Ě À ĚÀæÙ ēúÀÎÙ ġĆ ēĖÀÎġíÎÙ ÀĀÓ ÀúúĆĲ ĴĆĥĖ ÎëÀĖíĚÿÀġíÎ

çíæġĚ Ćæ ġĆĀçĥÙĚˋ ēĖĆēëÙÎĴˋ ÀĀÓ ĆġëÙĖĚ ġĆ çĖĆĲː zÎĖíēˡ

ġĥĖÙ ĖÙÀÓíĀçˋ ġÙÀÎëíĀçˋ ġÙĚġíÿĆĀĴˋ ĚëÀĖíĀç 

À ZÙÀĖĀ æĖĆÿ ĆġëÙĖ ĖÙçĥúÀĖ ÿÙÿÌÙĖĚˋ ÀĚ÷ ĕĥÙĚġíĆĀĚː 
 

-ëÙÎ÷ ġëÙ ĲÙÌĚíġÙ ĥĀÓÙĖ _íĀíĚġĖíÙĚ æĆĖ ıÀĖíĆĥĚ úĆÎÀġíĆĀĚ
ĆĖ ÎÀúú ġëÙ ĆææíÎÙː 

Breath of Life Prayer Group at St. Andrewõs in 
Elk River  

Meeting Room #3  (Enter Door C)  

Second and Fourth Fridays 7 ñ9 pm  

Presenting the Wild Goose series by Fr. Dave Pivonka  

Contact Eva 763 -257-7109  

______________________ 

Immaculate Conception Prayer Group in Columbia 
Heights will host a special talk by Fr. Jose 

Puthenparambil on August 13 at 7 pm in Fellowship 
Hall.  Contact Mary 612 -296-1502.  

Epiphany Prayer Group at Church of Epiphany wel-
comes back Fr. Jose Puthenparambil on August 20 

at 7 pm in  Meeting Rooms. Contact Sue 612 -961-

3286 .  

Fountains of Living Praise Prayer Group at St. Al-
phonsus Church in Brooklyn Center is celebrating 

14 years!  Tuesday, August 27.  6 pm Rosary in 
Church followed by the gathering in the CSSR Hall.  
Enter West Entrance.  7025 Halifax Ave,. N, Brooklyn 

Center. Call Margaret for details:  763 -566-4990.  

PENTECOST CELBRATION  

 Pentecost was the kick off to the Archdiocesan Synod 

process and what a special evening it was!  In the homi-

ly Archbishop Hebda said, “My brothers and sisters, 

we want the Holy Spirit to enter us, to transform 

us, to make us radiate his love.  That has to be our 

prayer.”  
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H APPENINGS  

August 2  FIRST FRIDAY WITH THE FRANCISCANS, 

1289 LaFond Ave., St. Paul, MN. 7 pm. Adoration, 
Franciscan Crown Rosary, Compline and Benediction. 
Fellowship follows.  

August 6 (Tuesday)  HEALING MASS, St. Peter’s 

Catholic Church in North St. Paul.  Presider: Father 

Matthew Bonk, C.Ss.R. .  Rosary 7pm, Mass 7:30 pm. 

Call Peter  651-353-4311. 

August 10 (Saturday)  CCRO EVENT, Life in the 

Spirit Day, Immaculate Conception Church in 

Columbia Heights. 8:30—4:45 pm.  More details on 

Page 4. 

August 13 (Tuesday)  HEALING MASS, Our Lady of 

the Lake Catholic Church in Battle Lake.  Presider:  Fr. 

Jim Livingston. Confessions 6—7 pm. Mass 7 pm with 

prayer/prayer ministry/refreshments following. Call 

parish at 218-864-5619.  

August 16 –17 (Friday/Saturday) MAGNIFICAT 

EVENT,  St. Agnes Catholic Church in Walker, MN 

Talks by Fr. Greg Paffel. Friday, he will speak about his 

faith journey and desire to become a priest. 6 pm meal.  

$20.  Saturday 8:30 Registration/ 9 AM Breakfast, 

Father will give a teaching on Divine Mercy. $15.  He 

will be available to individual prayer after the breakfast 

session.  Register by August 13.  Call Lorri at 218-507-

0953. 

August 20 (Tuesday) HEALING MASS, Mary Mother 

of the Church, in Burnsville. Celebrant, Fr. Jim 

Livingston.  Mass at 7 pm. Call  Deacon Jim Pufahl  952-

426-8299. 

Greatly anticipated fall conference coming up with Mary 
Healy!  You’ll keep hearing about it until November!  Don’t 
miss it.  Pick up one of her books today!  
You can also visit her website at  

drmaryhealy.com.   
There will also be a special Healing Ser-
vice open to all on Saturday evening at 
Mary Mother of the Church in Burnsville.  
Stay tuned for more details.   

Saturday and Sunday Conference  

 November 16  8:30 ñ3 pm 

November 17  12:30 ñ4:30 pm  

Prices before October 15: $75 * $50 (Over 70, religious, 
ordained * $25 students 

Registration is now open on line.  See our website for a link:  
www.ccro-msp.org.  Posters are available if you can help 
promote this event  Please call the office  at 763-571-5314. 

Amazing September Retreat on the 
Holy Spirit 

September 6-8 
Living in Unity with the Holy Spirit 

Organized by the Lumen Christi Prayer Group in Rochester  

St. Pius X Catholic Church  

1315 12th Avenue NW  

Rochester, MN 55901  

Daily Mass * Adoration * Father will pray over 

retreatants * Praise & Worship * Meals provided  

Presented by Fr. Eduardo Gomez -Rivera  

He is here from Zaragoza, Spain & has been a mem-
ber of the Charismatic Renewal for 38 years.  Heõs 

truly a gifted priest with many charismatic gifts such 
as prophecy, wisdom and knowledge, and healing.  
He is passionate about praising the Lord and the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  òI would never miss coming 
to one of Fatherõs retreats.  It changed my spiritual life 
when I attended a year ago.  Iõm so grateful heõs coming 

back!ó  

(Testimonial from last year.)  

EVENT IS EXPECTED TO SELL OUT .  Find registra-
tion through our website or search the event ñ 

 universe.com/events/catholic -charismatic -renewal -
retreat -living -in-unity -with -the -holy -spirit  

Friday: 6 -9 pm   * Saturday: 9 am ñ8pm *  

Sunday: 1 ñ6 pm  *  Cost is $60  

Questions: Lucy:  lucyslight24@gmail.com  

M ARK  Y OUR  CALENDAR  

Suggested books by Mary Healy:  

The Spiritual Gifts Handbook  

(co-written with Randy Clark)  

 

Healing: Bringing the Gift of 

Godõs Mercy to the World 

UNBOUND CONFERENCE:  SEPTEMBER 27-28 
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ITõS HAPPENING:  LIFE IN THE SPIRIT DAY  

 August 10ð 8:30ð4:45 PM  DONôT MISS IT! 

GIFTED SPEAKERS including:  Fr. Tim Nolan  
 * Jim Cahill  * Rick Dzurik * Kay Mori *   

Immaculate Conception Church 

4030 Jackson St. NE 

Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

Come, be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Topics of the day include:   
Ý Godôs unconditional love and an ongoing personal relationship with our Father 

Ý The gift of salvation:  Jesus is Shepherd, Healer, Lord and Redeemer.   

Ý New life in Jesus and receiving Godôs gifts 

Ý Praying for a release of the Holy Spirit in your life (baptism in the Holy Spirit)  

Ý Transformation and living a life in the Spirit 
 

If you have experienced baptism before, come for more!   

All are welcome.  Encourage others to join you!   The Lord may be calling you to invite someone!    

Please be in prayer for all to receive a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

 Register on line (ccro-msp.org) until Tuesday, August 6, mail in a check, or call the office. 

Suggested donation is $25 for the day.  Lunch and snacks are included.  

Questions, call the CCRO at 763-571-5314. 


