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PHission Qafmmf Our mission is to proclaim the Gospel so all can respond to the call to conversion to
Jesus Christ, surrender their lives to the Father and experience transformation through baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Flashback: “Pondering & Reflecting on the Word” by jim Murphy
(An excerpt from the article in the May 2014 CCRO Newsletter)

e have a beautiful model for the spiritual life in

Mary, our Blessed Mother. One of the things
that Mary did when the angel spoke to her is that she
pondered the greeting she received. Later when Jesus was
twelve, she #reasured these things in her heart (Lk 2:51).
One of the qualities of Mary is that she didn’t just think
about it, she took it to her heart.

I really believe that Mary had a contemplative
dimension in her life. In the Renewal, we also consider
Mary as the first charismatic. It blows people’s minds to
say that Mary spoke in tongues. In Acts chapter 2 it said
she was in the room and “they all spoke in tongues.”
She probably didn’t excuse herself from the room when
they started to speak in tongues.

Sometimes I've heard people say, “I used to be a
charismatic, but now I am a contemplative.” Why do we
feel that we have to choose when both are cleatly part of
the spiritual life? You and I are trying to live a life in the
Spirit. A life in the Spirit is blatantly charismatic and
unquestionable contemplative. We really do need both
of these dimensions in our lives.

I want to show you
why I  think that
charismatics are really
contemplatives  and
that contemplation is
actually a form of the
charismatic.  One of
the dimensions of the
charismatic is that we
have the potential to

fall into a place that

Paul warns us abut in 1
Corinthians 13:1 — that without love, “I am a resounding
gong or clashing cymbal.” In other words, without the
love of God, it’s very easy to just rattle off the words. If
we are not praising God from the depth of our being,
we can be like a clanging cymbal.

In Matthew 6:7, Jesus warns us to be careful that we are
not praying like the pagans “who think that they will be
heard because of their many words.” We charismatics
use a lot of words when we pray and that’s fine when
they come from the heart. But I am saying is that there is
a danger in charismatic prayer that without contemplation
we could become disconnected from our hearts. Praying
in tongues, praying in the Spirit, and praising God can
become very mechanical, superficial and, unfortunately

Wishing you and gours a
holy and blgssed ddvent &
Christmas sgason.
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in some limited cases, even no longer authentic. We must |Jim Murphy is the newly elected ICCRS President. 1CCRS stands
express and boldly proclaim the love of God and keep |for International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services. It was
connected to heart of be contemplative. approved by the Holy See as a Private Association of the Faithful
with a judicial personality. Its recognition from the Pontifical Coun-

On the other hand, at times contemplative prayer can |l for the I ity was given on September 14th, 1993. It has its venue
become self-serving without charismatic prayer. You can |jy Rome, in Vatican territory, and operates as coordination, infor-
take these genuine emotions of prayer but begin to make it | mation and communication center to serve the worldwide Catholic

your own and keep it for yourself and then something that | Charismatic Renewal (CCR), also making a link between the Move-
was very beautiful could spoil. However, your time spent in | ment and the Holy See.

contemplation can also fill you to overflowing so that it can
be released in charismatic praise and ministry. Charismatic Gifts Worhshops

Contemplation and charismata are two realities of the same

thing. Saturday, December 16: 9-11 AM

With Mary as our model, let us ponder and treasure the Gift of Wisdom and Knowledge

Word of God. May the Word saturate down to our very Presenter: Pete Fastner
roots and may our life in the Spirit be a balance of St. Peter’s in Richfield
contemplation and charismata.

Enter at the school entrance

Thank you, Catholic Charismatic Renew- Saturday, lanuary 13: 9-11 AM

al, for what you have given the Church Gift of Mercy
in these fifty years! The Church counts 5t. John the Baptist in New Brighton

. " . ® Call the CCRO office for more details. 763-571-5314
on you, on your fidelity to the Spirit

Praise & Worship begins each session!

on your willingness to serve and your wit-
ness of lives transformed by the Holy
Spirit! Words of Prophecy from the Fall Charismatic

[ / ; M t Mary Mother of the Church
Share with all in the Church the Baptism ass at Vary Mother of the Churc
(November 18)

in the Holy Spirit, praise the Lord My people, you are My people. Open your hearts and
ceaselessly, walk together with Christians minds to love Me. Trust yourself and open yourselves

. . 4. to me.
of diifferent Churches and Christian com Do not think that I have forgotten you. Do not think

munities in pr ayer and in action for those I have cast you aside. Some of you, I am calling to

most in need. Serve the poorest and the come, sit at my feet that I may prepare you. That I
sick. this is what the may teach you and make you ready for what is yet to
g come. Others I am sending you out as my "clarion

Church and the Pope expect of you, call" to the world. I love you. You are mine.

. . . Forgive us for not using our gifts. Strengthen us with
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, but from your Holy Spirit to use the gifts that we are given.

all of you: all, all of you who have en- To stay on fire, you must stay in the fire.

oy My Fire will purif k :
tered in this current of grace! Thank you. B y e willl ey prom il inselce yom oty
e purified in His Fire.

Pope Francis, Pentecost Vigil 2017 I give you my fire. Go and share it
I am equipping you.
- . : There was an image of a cup overflowing that just
. National
(‘ha( l’i}:‘r::}(:ll;t‘ 7’? N.‘::(,':‘ ‘.' keeps rising and I hear the words, ‘My Love is over-
Renewal Committee flowing on you. Receive it, for it will turn to Gold.
Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice unto Me.

As always, all are welcome! Bring a friend.
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MARK Y OUR CALENDAR

D ECEMBER/JANUARY H APPENINGS

Don’t’ miss it: Life in the Spirit Day

St. Bridget’'s Catholic Church
211 E. Division St.
River Falls, \X/1 54022

Saturday, January 27 8:30 am—4:45 pm
Free will offering to cover cost of lunch & materials.
To register or for more information, contact the parish
office at 715-425-1870.

All are welcome and encouraged to attend.
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- Winter Teaching Conference
“Boundless Enthusiasm

for the Gospel “
The Holy Spirit is the key to e\

Pope Francis says, “To evangelize, then, we
action of the Spirit of God, without fear of what
He leads us. He enables us to live and bear wi
enlighten the hearts of those we

February 24, 2018 8:30-5 p b
Church of the Epiphany in Coon Rapids

Only $35 Pre-registration (includes lunch)
;& Only $20 for Students, Religious, Over 70 years
. Free if you are over 80. \We'd appreciate a $5 donati
help cover lunch costs.

Praise & Worship, Prayer Ministry, Workshops in
Radical Hospitality, Bold Evangelization, How to
mpanion in Faith, How to Evangelize at the _
\X/orkplace.
Closing Keynote & “Sending Forth”
mmissioning from Bishop Cozzen:s

|
il

ne registration open in January. Regi
ation will also be mailed in Januc
st SR it ’ =

HEALING MASSES

December 5/January 2 (Tuesday) St. Peter’s Catholic
Church in North St. Paul. Rosary 7pm, Mass 7:30 pm. Ca//
Peter 651-353-4311.

January 9 (Tuesday) St. Gabriel’s in Hopkins, (St. Joseph
campus)1310  Mainstreet, 55388. Celebrant, Fr.
Livingston. Rosary at 7pm. Mass at 7:30 pm. Ca// Barb
952-933-8423.

January 26 (Friday) Church of St. Paul in Ham Lake with
Fr. Livingston. 7 pm. Call 763-757-6910.

January 30 (Tuesday) St. Bridget’s in Lindstrom with Fr.
Livingston. 7 pm. (13060 Lake Blvd., Lindstrom) Ca//
Parish at 651-257-2474.

December 9 (Saturday) MINI-RETREAT
COMPANIONS IN THE HEART OF JESUS, Church of St.
Paul, 1740 Bunker Blvd NE, Ham Lake. 8:30-11:30 am.
&  Worship, Talk/Speaker:

& Discovery” with Fr.

Fellowship, Praise

“Consolation, Loss Jim
Livingston.  Quiet prayer and group prayer time.

Childcare available, call 763-757-6910.

December 7/January 4 (Tuesday) PRAISE &
ADORATION NIGHT, Church of St. Paul. Fr. Livingston

leads. Prayer teams available.

December 12/January 9 (Tuesday) PRAISE &
ADORATION NIGHT, St. Peter’s in North St. Paul,
Music by: Terry Derosier. Call 651-353-4311 for more info.

December 14/January 9 (Thursday) PRAISE &
WORSHIP NIGHT, Church of St. Paul, 1740 Bunker Blvd
NE, Ham Lake. Prayer teams available. Ca// 763-757-

6910 for more info.

December 15/January 12 (Friday) CHARISMATA, St.
John the Baptist, 835 2nd Ave NW, New Brighton
55112. 8-10 pm. Praise & Worship, Adoration, Prayer
Teams. Led by Fr. Michael Becker. All are welcome.

December 15/January 19 (Friday) EMMAUS, Church
of St. Mark, 2001 Dayton Ave., St. Paul- 55104. 7-
8:30PM. A night of Eucharistic Adoration, Confession,
Praise and Worship. Call 651-645-5717.

December 15/January 19 & 26 (Friday) SCHOOL OF
HEALING PRAYER 7:00—10:00 PM. No charge.
University of St. Thomas, Owens Science Center, Rm.
150, Contact Fr. David Smith, dwsmith@stthomas.edu.

January 5  (Friday) FIRST FRIDAY WITH THE
FRANCISCANS, 1289 LaFond Ave., St. Paul, MN. 7 pm.
Adoration, Franciscan Crown Rosary, Compline and
Benediction. Fellowship follows.

January 5 (Friday) COR ]JESU, Praise & Worship
Night at the St. Paul Seminary (St. Mary’s Chapel) 8-
10pm. Call 651-962-5050.

January 6 (Saturday) LIFELINE MASS, Net Ministries,
6-9:30 pm: Fr. Emmanuel Mansford, C.F.R., will speak
with humor and passion about the mystery of coming to
know God in prayer. Presentation entitled, “Obey Your
Thirst.” www.netusa.org/lifeline.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Become a Pledge Partner

Please keep our office in mind as you ponder your end-of-the-year donations. The CCRO receives no monetary support from the Archdio-
cese. We depend on you to keep the mission of your local Renewal office thriving. Thank you for your support.

“At the end of the day, the Renewal is not about numbers, demographics, or even accomplishments. It’s about people...you and
me...who have been “set on fire” with the love of God. People who believe tht the Spirit of the Lord still moves upon the land to
bring hearts close to the Father under the Lordship of Jesus.” —]Jim Murphy, ICCRS President

Please partner with us to support our mission. You are doing your part to save many souls. Thank you for your continued prayers.

: I want to become a Pledge Partner. I pledge to support the CCRO with a monthly tax-deductible donation of: §

|
| Name Email Phone

I Address Signature
: Pledge Partner options:

lo Set up automatic monthly deductions from my checking account on the o 5t o 20t of the month.

. (Enclose a voided check with this form)

| o Setup automatic monthly credit card payments (print your name exactly as it appears on your card)

Please charge my monthly pledge to: o Visa o Master Card o Discover

Credit Card Number:

Other ways to give include: A one-time donation by mailing a check or calling the office at 763-571-5314.

1t United Way designated donation, automatically deduced from paycheck. (Ask at your place of employment to arrange.)

1t Some companies may offer a match if you are donating to a nonprofit organization. Search on-line and ask your company.




